
LEARNING AND GROWING AT MONTECITO 

Not only have the Montecito students been busy learning during the past month, but the staff have been engaged in rich learning activities 
as well. On our recent Professional Days, we have attended numerous and varied conferences, explored Indigenous beliefs and protocols 
around drumming, deepened our understanding of making learning visible through assessment and reporting practices, and focused on our 
two school goals and ways to support continued growth in students in these areas: 

• Goal 1: Increasing connectedness. Our goal is for every child to have at least two adults they feel care about them or they can 
trust in the school. In addition we are also working on increasing peer to peer connectedness.  

• Goal 2: Improving writing with a focus on meaning. Our goal is to increase our students’ abilities in writing with meaning. This 
means producing writing where the ideas are related, flow and include details. In the intermediate grades the students will work on 
adding more logical explanations, examples and reasons to support their thinking.  
 

Last year, with explicit teaching and supports, we showed significant growth in writing and connectedness in our target groups of 
children. However, we still have work to do on these goals, particularly in increasing peer to peer connectedness with our special needs 
children, our children with limited English, and our new students to Montecito. More specific information about what we are doing to support 
our school goals and tips for parents will come in future newsletters.  

The Burnaby Board of Education has been working very hard in developing a 5 year Strategic Plan. The strategic plan can be found on 
the School District’s Website or through this link https://burnabyschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Strategic-Plan-2019-24-Burnaby-
School-District.pdf There are five strategic priorities to focus on between 2019 and 2014. They are: 

1.Thriving Students (our Indigenous learning and writing goal fall within this) 
2. An Inclusive and Caring Community (our connectedness goal falls into this priority) 
3. An Inspired Workplace 
4. Strengthened by Partnerships 
5. A Modern, Safe and Sustainable Learning Environment 
 

As the year progresses, we will be looking at what we are doing at Montecito towards each of these district priorities and what foci we will set 
for short term and long term goals on moving forward in these areas.  

The Burnaby Board of Education has also spent the past 9 months developing a report to help address the need for childcare in 
Burnaby. They are putting forth proposals to the City of Burnaby and the Ministry of Children and Family Development to help increases 
childcare opportunities. The plan suggests using a “hub approach” where multiple schools would feed into a nearby childcare centre. The 
proposal states that Westridge could house a childcare centre that would service kids from the Westridge, Lochdale and Montecito catchment 
areas. The full report can be found at https://burnabyschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/PDR-Childcare-Final-combined-version-
20191016.pdf  

This year, Montecito’s K-7 classes are shifting over to using the Ministry of Education’s proficiency scale for assessment and reporting. 
Over 80% of the elementary schools in Burnaby have shifted to using the scale and we are excited about this journey as it aligns better than 
past reporting methods with the redesigned curriculum. This also means that the report cards for Grades K-7 will be different. If you would like 
to learn about the changes, please join us for an Assessment and Reporting Parent Information Session on Thursday, Nov. 7th at 6:30 in 
the gym. All parents are welcome and free child-minding is available.  

Respectfully, 

Mrs. Heather Kimmie – Principal 
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FIRECRACKERS FORBIDDEN AT SCHOOL & IN THE COMMUNITY 

Firecrackers are defined as small fireworks with fuses used as noisemakers. We appreciate your support in 
keeping firecrackers out of the community. Students should NOT bring firecrackers to school. 

To ensure a safe Halloween is enjoyed by all students, we hope you will bring the following 
reminders to the attention of your child: 

1. Fireworks can only be discharged on private property with the knowledge and  
consent of the owner on October 31st. 

2. No person shall offer for sale, sell, and use, detonate, or explode firecrackers. 
3. Students may not have fireworks or firecrackers at school. These items will be 

immediately confiscated. 

For more information on how you can enjoy a fun and safe Halloween, read the City of 
Burnaby’s Halloween Fireworks Tips. 

CROSS COUNTRY 
Montecito's Cross Country Team Members this year were the following:  
Gr. 4: Mohamed, Nehal, Adam, and Kingdale 
Gr. 5: Mia, Honour, and Aurora  
Gr. 6: Jawad, Kamran, and Jimmy  
Gr. 7: Noemi 

We practiced twice a week and the meets were every Monday.  We welcomed new and returning members this year. 
Children were running their personal best along with representing themselves at Montecito School.  Whether it was 
running or cheering for their fellow members on their team, they all did an outstanding job.  
 
"My most memorable moment in Cross Country was my first race. I was really nervous, but when I started it felt super 
fun running with more than a hundred kids. " Nehal.  
 
"My favourite part of Cross Country was racing with my friends from other schools. This is my second year doing Cross 
Country and at first I didn't like it, but now I like it." Kamran 
 
"Cross Country is fun because I enjoy racing with other schools and getting exercise!!!" Aurora 
 
A special thank-you to our coaches – Mrs. Vaughan and Mrs. Chin – for their dedication and encouragement.  Thanks, 
also, to our parent drivers.  We couldn’t attend the meets without your support. 

HALLOWE’EN AT MONTECITO 
Hallowe’en is just around the corner and we want to remind students to be safe. We will be reviewing the expectations 
for costumes and activities at school, but here are some important guidelines: 

• No weapons of any kind (no play swords, knives, guns, etc.) 
• No costumes or face paint that will scare children  
• No costumes that cause tripping hazards for the child wearing 

the costume or for others 
• No masks. Please allow for safe vision, hearing and eating. 

 

We will be having a Hallowe’en Parade/Assembly on Wednesday, Oct. 31st at 9:15 a.m. Please come and join us in the gym 
for the costume parade and other fun presentations!  
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INDIGENOUS DRUM MAKING PROJECT 

Mrs. Vaughan, in her role as an Indigenous Learning Inquiry Teacher at Montecito, led the students and staff in 
a day of Indigenous drum making that had a significant impact on each of the participants. This year, we are 
the proud recipient of a large Art Starts grant and have also been generously supported by our PAC to build a 
class set of Indigenous drums and learn how to play them. In term 2, we will use the drums and take part in a 
two-week residency with Indigenous artist, Sandy Scofield.  

Weeks ago, Candice George visited the school with a presentation about music and the clan system in the 
Dakelh nation. She sang, danced and talked about the cultural significance of drums and protocols surrounding 
making and using drums. Mrs. Vaughan also visited many classes to share her drum making experiences with 
the students, as well as outline the process for making our drums. Many classes also read The Honour Drum 
by C. Bear and T. Huff to help deepen understanding of the role music and drumming plays in Indigenous 
cultures. Below are a couple of examples of thinking Div. 5 students shared during the reading of the book. 

 

This week, every child at Montecito was able to have a part in making drumsticks or drums; from soaking the 
hides, to punching holes in the hides or lacing the drums. We were also very lucky to have Geena and Sheri, 
parents of Indigenous children, help us build our knowledge and support us in our project. We were also 
fortunate to have many of the district’s Indigenous Resource Teachers and Isaiah from the Indigenous 
Leadership program at Burnaby North help us. Trustee Jen Mezei also came for the whole afternoon and 
thoroughly enjoyed helping our students build drums. We are very proud to work collaboratively, think deeply, 
and appreciate hands-on experiences during our learning journey of Indigenous world views and culture.  

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 



Kindergarten students in Div. 11 have been learning about fall leaves and 
playing with language. Div. 8 students have written about the various 
things they are thankful for. Learners in Division 1 have been working on 
developing their creativity writing ability. Through writing prompts and 
choice, students have honed in on what it means to be "creative." You 
will see from these entries that some are humorous, one is inspiring, 
but ALL of them are AWESOME! Enjoy 🙂🙂 

Fall Leaves 
Fall leaves on shoes.  
Fall leaves on my head.  
Ayoub (Kindergarten, Div. 11) 
   
Fall Leaves 
Fall leaves on my head. 
Fall leaves on my friends.  
Lisa (Kindergarten, Div. 11) 
 
Fall Leaves  
Fall leaves on my shoulders. 
Fall leaves on my head.  
Gautam (Kindergarten, Div. 11)  

A Day in the Life of an Eraser     

Another day of being an eraser, I thought. Of course some people get to be exciting things like animals, 
but I'm stuck with being of all things, an eraser. Most of the day I'm cramped in a stuffy plastic 
container for hours, while I'm waiting for the familiar bell sound to ring and footsteps rushing in the 
class. After what I think is someone saying names in a random order, I hear the click of a box and a 
hand reaching out to grab me and my best and oldest friend, Pencil. She places us on a table and we 
just lie there for a bit, while she nods to everything the teacher says and raises her hand every minute. I 
can't understand what their saying, but all I know is that when some kids placed a sheet of paper on 
everyone's desk; including hers, she grabbed pencil and started writing furiously fast on the paper. 
After a long time of waiting for her to use me, she finally grabbed me and rubbed my head against the 
paper as the pencil marks disappeared as my head brushed against it. The first time I saw this I thought 
I was some kind of magical creature that can erase pencil marks, but after seeing this almost every day, 
it gets boring. Suddenly, I felt a pang of jealousy for Pencil. I thought Pencil was the luckiest thing 
alive because she used him 24/7! Why couldn't that be me?? Right after she uses me only once, her 
hand bolts up and announces that she's done. The other kids roll their eyes because this happens for any 
assignment they do, while she smiley proudly as a man reads through her paper. I don’t know what he 
said, but he did smile pointing to a shelf full of books. Through the whole day, she only used me once 
and obviously used pencil every minute. The day went by in a flash and before I knew it I was back in 
the cramped container again. Since being in a container gives you lots of time to think, I noticed that 
ever since my owner got me (about 3 years ago) she started using me less and less, and I'm getting 
smaller every year. After a long time of being an eraser and staring at the lid of the container, I guess I 
should just enjoy being an eraser because it's soon going to end. 

By: Saaya 



A Day in the Life of an Eraser     

Today is going to be a great day! I'm still in the pencil case! Maybe I won't be used today. I'm almost 
too small. I'm shrinking! If I'm used for another week I will end up in the stinky can (garbage). By the 
way my name is errrrrrrrr............ eraser? I'm an eraser, I eraser stuff. Actually big beings with 4 limbs 
come and pick me up and rub me against paper so there mistakes are erased. But really we learn from 
our mistakes so why erase them, I don't know. Well last night I dreamed I was scissors, my best friend. 
He cuts paper. He doesn't get rubbed everywhere, and he doesn't shrink! He's so lucky. Anyways, the 
being was opening the pencil case. NOOOOO!!!!!!! Not again! But luckily he reached for Mr. Pencil, 
he's my enemy because he's the one I have to clean up after all of the time. Then I remembered if he 
reaches for Mr. Pencil, he also comes for me! I glanced down at myself, then I saw how small I was, I 
wound be gone today! So I decided to leave. But no I have no legs. Well at least the being hasn't come 
a get me yet. I have decided to take a nap. I woke up in the midst of being rubbed against paper, I 
screamed in pain as I was rubbed against the paper with all the beings strength, this was the worst pain 
I have ever felt since my creation. But then I heard it, my weakness. THE SONG! NOOOO, my ears (I 
have no ears though) screamed. The song baby shark was on! AHH! The pain was worse than ever, 
with the rubbing and the music I felt like I was going to split in half. But then the music changed, it 
was my favorite song, Eraser By: Ed Sheeran! The pain subsided when I started jamming to eraser, 
"And I'll find comfort in my pain, eraser and I'll find comfort in my pain, eraser, and I'll find comfort in 
my pain, eraser". When it was finished I was plopped in the pencil case. 

By Natasha 

 

Perfect Image 

Society’s pressure on perfection is an issue most people face especially teenagers. It influences a wrong 
mindset that’s hard to get rid of. We scroll through social media, looking at these perfect people 
perfectly posing in front of their perfect houses with their perfect families. What’s that about? It’s just a 
picture on your phone. Remember that someone else's beauty doesn’t take away from your own. I wish 
everyone would think the same way, but it’s not that easy. We start comparing ourselves with all these 
other famous “perfect” people. No one is perfect and everyone goes through hard times. We only see 
people posting happy pictures, but we don't know the behind the scenes. 

It hurts to see people thinking they’re not good enough. People edit and photoshop photos to post on 
social media because they are not confident enough about the way they look. Young girls look at 
magazines with photoshopped models being called “flawless”. Tall, skinny, tan, makeup, and silky 
hair. They start to try to achieve that impossible look and begin to have low self-esteem for failing. 
Even worse is achieving it and it’s where anorexia kicks in. I’m referring more to females, but it 
happens to both genders. In a study conducted on mass media, it was revealed that women’s magazines 
had about 10.5 times as many weight loss advertisements than men’s. As if maintaining the perfect 
body wasn’t enough, society also forces girls into the make-up world. It starts out as something as 
simple as mascara and turns into a 20 minute face-baking chore. 

However, this issue applies to guys as well. Society gives a nearly impossible standard for guys: Tall 
and tan along with a gym-body… perfect man. Never happy with the reflection on the mirror. Believe 
it or not, although we may not seem to be affected by things like this, we are constantly feeling as 



though we not only could be better, but need to be better. In fact, a study conducted revealed that men 
have anxiety over the way they look. 80.7% of the men in the study talked about themselves in a 
negative way, pertaining to being fat, baldness, of having too slim of a frame. Men, much like women, 
feel pressure to have a perfect look. 

Along with all these problems, guys are expected to act “manly” while females act “feminine”. For 
example, if guys have a fist fight, they are praised for being brave and tough. While if females got into 
fist fights we are looked at as psycho uncontrolled creatures. It’s also the opposite. If women cry and 
get emotional, we are supported and complimented. On the other hand, if a guy shows his emotion, he 
is considered weak and a crybaby. 

At this point, there’s nothing you can do but to try to avoid these false statements as much as possible. 
Happiness is in the mind, not the mirror. Remember that you don’t ever have to please anyone or 
change anything about yourself for other people. There is no such thing as a perfect image. 

~~By: Ranem Al-Abbas~~ 

I am thankful for family, food, and water. I am thankful for family because they take care of us and they are the best. I 
am also thankful for food because if we did not have food all our stomachs would echo. I wouldn’t have all these good 
foods. I am also thankful for water because if we did not have water we would be dehydrated.  

Edric Joson, Grade 3 

 

I am thankful for friends (besties) because they can comfort you and they are very supportive. I am thankful for my 
family because they cook for you, play with you and also comfort you! I am thankful for colours because they make the 
world colourful and if there were no colours, the world won’t have colours. 

Mariam Zhang, Grade 3 

 

I am thankful for family, friends, and health. I am thankful for family because they always make me feel safe when I’m 
scared. I’m thankful for friends because they play with me. I am thankful for health because if there was no health, 
everyone would be sick. These are the three things I am thankful for.  

Lucya Liu, Grade 3 

 

TOONIES FOR TERRY FOX…  
A huge appreciation to all of our students and their families who contributed and 
supported our school during this worthwhile campaign in September. This year our 
school raised $532.30 towards the Terry Fox Foundation!  We would like to mention that 
the Montecito community has made a real difference with all of your generous efforts! 
Thank you! 

 



Westcoast Recess and Lunch 

Students will be heading outside for fresh air at recess and lunch even when it 
is raining. Please male sure your child dresses for the wet weather (waterproof 
boots and jacket, umbrella) and has a change of clothes and footwear at 
school.  

Reminder – Don’t forget to register for Babysitting & Stay Safe courses! 

CANADIAN RED CROSS 
Babysitting & Stay Safe Certification 

 
Friday, November 22 @ Montecito Elementary School  

Babysitting Certification 
 (Ages 11-15) 

Time: 8:30am - 3:30pm 
 
• Students learn how to care for younger children 

and how to prevent and respond to emergencies 
 
• Each student will receive a Babysitter Manual, 

Certificate, and a mini first aid kit 
 
• $65 per student 

***LIMITED SPOTS!  SIGN UP EARLY!  

Stay Safe! Certification 
(Ages 9-13) 

Time: 8:30am - 2:30pm 
 
• Helps prepare students to be on their own at 

home or in the community 
 
• Each Student receives a Stay Safe! Certificate, 

workbook and a mini first aid kit 
 

*Mature 8-year-olds accepted. 
• $65 per student 

***LIMITED SPOTS!  SIGN UP EARLY! 

Please e-mail Fitterermiriam@gmail.com for registration 

WINTER HAMPERS 

Winter holidays or Christmas can be a difficult time for some families who are struggling financially.  This year we will 
be able to offer some families a hamper filled with food and treats.  If you would like us to consider your family for a 
hamper or know of a family that would benefit from a hamper please fill in the information below and submit it in a 
sealed envelope to Mrs. Kimmie or e-mail Mrs. Kimmie at heather.kimmie@burnabyschools.ca with the following 
information.  All names are kept strictly confidential. 

Winter Hamper Request 

For confidentiality purposes please place this request form in an envelope addressed to Mrs. Kimmie 

Please submit by November 8, 2019 

Family Name__________________________________________________________________________________   
Contact Person __________________________________________  Phone Number _____________________ 
Address _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our annual direct donation drive and Family Bingo Night! We raised 
approximately $5,340 from the direct drive and $1,239 from Bingo Night. These funds will be used to support PAC’s 
annual budget items and help purchase items from the staff wish list.  Thanks to Andrew, Sandy and Corrina for 
organizing Bingo Night, and Brian and Steven for being a great bingo calling duo. We had some great community 
partners who provided donations for prizes including, Fresh Slice (Nanaimo and Hastings), Joey’s Restaurants, 
GardenWorks, Cobs Bread (Kensington), Starbucks, Modo Yoga and Purdy’s Chocolates. 

BABYSITTING/STAY SAFE RED CROSS CERTIFICATION 

Friday November 22, 2019 
Babysitting – 8:30am-3:30pm – Cost $65 per student 
Stay Safe – 8:30am- 2:30pm – Cost $65 per student 

Contact Miriam @ fitterermiriam@gmail.com for more info 
Sign up sheets available at the office 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Fruit and Veggie Program 
Hot Lunch 
Gingerbread House Making 
Pancake Breakfast 

Sign up for those initiatives and more here:  https://signup.com/go/mMMDugi  

Reminder 

PAC Coffee Chat this Friday November 1st @ 10am in the library. See you there! 

Next PAC Meeting:  Tuesday, November 26, 2019 at 7:00 
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                November 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
Late Start 
10am 
PAC Coffee 
Chat 10am 
 
 

2 
 

3 4 
Coats for Kids 

5 
Boys’ Volleyball @ 
Home 

6 
Student Portrait 
Retake Day 
Hot Lunch 
 

7 
Remembrance Day 
Assembly 11:00 
Girls Volleyball @ 
Home  
Assessment & 
Reporting Parent 
Info Session at 
6:30 in the Gym 

8 
National 
Indigenous 
Veteran’s Day 
 

9 

10 11 
Remembrance 

Day 
No School 

12 
Boys’ Volleyball @ 
Parkcrest 

13 
Hot Lunch 
 

14 
Girls’ Volleyball 
Cupstacking 
Tournament Gym 
12:35 

15 
 

16 

17 18 
 

19 
Boys’ Volleyball 
PlayDay** 
Ned’s Mindset 
Mission assembly 
for K-7 at 9:30 am 

20 
Transgender Day 
Hot Lunch 
 

21 
Girls’ Volleyball 
PlayDay** 
 

22 
Pro-D Day!  
No School 
for kids 

Babysitter and 
Stay Safe 
courses 

23 

24 25 26 
Boys’ Competitive 
Volleyball 
Tournament 
PAC Meeting 7pm 

27 
Hot Lunch 
 

28 
Girls’ Competitive 
Volleyball 
Tournament 

29 30 

 

Don’t forget......  
School Starts at 10:00 
on Friday, November 1st! 

Please visit: 
http://montecito.burnabyschools.ca/ 
(Scroll down to Upcoming Events) for 

the most up-to-date information. 
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