
                 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Elementary School 
2176 DUTHIE AVENUE, BURNABY, B.C. V5A 2S2 (604)296-9023 FAX (604)296-9068 

FOLLOW US AT @montecitoSD41        http://montecito.burnabyschools.ca 
Principal:                          Heather Kimmie 
Head Teacher:                   Scott Stefanek 

NEWSLETTER #11 
June 20, 2020 

Secretary:                                                Tasia Nickell 
Trustee:     jen.mezei@burnabyschools.ca  Jen Mezei     

SCHOOL MOTTO:  Kindness to Ourselves, Kindness to Others and Kindness to This Place 
 PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  

 

This school year has come to an end, an end like no other in our lifetime! 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our students and family members who had to adjust 
so abruptly to remote learning after Spring Break and then once again in June with some optional part-
time face-to-face learning. Our learning curve was huge the past few months and as the expression 
goes, we were definitely “building the plane as we were flying it”. I am proud of the learning our staff 
did at figuring out various digital platforms and finding resources as well as the various ways they 
connected with and provided learning opportunities for their students. There was no one formula, and I 
thank you for your honest feedback on the survey sent last week. Sharing the successes, challenges and 
suggestions is very helpful information to become more knowledgeable and get better at what we do. I 
have also asked staff to reflect on the past three months and together we can learn and grow from this 
experience. We don’t know what the fall holds for us, and will await direction from the Health Officer, 
Ministry of Education and Burnaby Board of Education later this summer. We do know that we would not 
have made it through the past few months without the tremendous support and understanding of our 
families.  

 
 

I also send much gratitude to all of the volunteers who helped out at Montecito during the school year.  
We did not get to honour you at our annual volunteer tea but send a huge shout out to you now! 
Whether your contributions were big or small, you have made a positive difference in the lives of the 
staff and students at Montecito.  A very special thank-you to the members of the PAC executive who 
continuously advocate and work so hard to provide resources, equipment and experiences for 
Montecito students, staff and families.  You are a very supportive, caring, dedicated and hard-working 
group of parents and we all appreciate you very much!    
 
As mentioned in a couple of previous letters to parents earlier in June, it is with sadness at this time of 
year that we must bid farewell to many of our staff members as they head off on new adventures.  We 
wish the following staff members good luck as they head into retirement or different positions and we 
thank them for their many contributions to Montecito: 

• Ms. Quan 
• Mr. Stefanek 
• Ms. Pelletreau 
• Mrs. Merwin 
• Mr. Leach 
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For the following staff members, all Educational Assistants (EAs) at Montecito, their current jobs have 
been temporary and have come to an end of term. EA staff are hired by seniority in Burnaby, so 
unfortunately, they will likely not be back in September.  

• Ms. Yu 
• Mrs. Black 
• Ms. Mihaylova 
• Ms. Dajuya 

 
We will greatly miss the staff members leaving, but are also excited with new roles for existing staff: 

• Mrs. Jessica Vaughan – supporting in the role of Head Teacher (in a one year temporary 
position pending school board approval in Sept.) 

• Ms. Mandy Pavic – current LSS teacher who will be teaching a primary class 
 
At this time, we would also like to wish our Grade 7s good luck in their transition as they venture off to 
high school. Our celebration today, one division and family at a time, will not be the same as past 
years, but please know that we are proud of you, especially for your resiliency. Some of our students 
are also heading off to other schools, districts and countries for school next year. We will miss 
everyone who is leaving, both students and staff, and we hope that you will all remember your time 
at Montecito with fond memories….it will definitely be very hard to forget this year! I am sure that 
stories will be shared for generations! 
 
Best wishes for a healthy and fun summer holiday with your families! As we have said to our students 
on the daily announcements this term, and following Dr. Bonnie Henry’s lead: be calm, be kind and 
be safe.  
 
Respectfully, 
Mrs. Heather Kimmie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRUIT AND VEGETABLE PROGRAM 
THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS! 
 

We’ve had another very successful Fruit and Vegetable Program 
(+ Milk program for Grade K-5 students) this year.   Thank you very much to Connie 
Hosie, our program coordinator, for organizing the many hardworking volunteers 
this year.  Without their time and efforts, the program would not be possible.  Our 
students were able to enjoy many different healthy fruits and vegetables each 
month! Connie will be greatly missed, we thank Jessica Wu for volunteering to be 
our new coordinator for next year!  
 
 
 

 

Thursday June 25th 
Please come to the school gym and line up during your designated 
time slot to pick up report cards/supplies/ordered t-shirts, etc.  
 
9:00 – 9:30 Divisions 1-3 Grade 6’s 
9:45 – 10:15 Divisions 4-5 
10:30 – 11:00 Divisions 6-7 
11:15 – 11:45 Divisions 8-9 
12:00 – 12:30 Divisions 10, 11, 12 
 

Sibling’s report cards will be with the oldest child’s teacher. 
Please do not come if you are sick, we will make alternate 
arrangements for pick up.  
Upon arrival you will be asked to hand sanitize, and answer our 
Health Check questions before entering the gym.  



                 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Manners Grade 2/3 Class 
During remote learning, the students in Division 9 did an author 
study of Robert Munsch. While reading his books, they learned 
that his stories have every day events, humour, exaggeration, 

repetition and onomatopoeia. Then they wrote their own stories 
in the style of Robert Munsch. Please enjoy some of their stories! 

 

Pet Store Trouble 
By Edie 

 

Cassidy wakes up Wednesday morning. She is very very excited. Today is bring your pet to school day! 
Cassidy is bringing her dog Lucy. She quickly does everything she needs to do. She gets dressed and 
eats breakfast really fast. ZZOOOOMM! She walks outside holding Lucy’s leash in one hand and her 
lunch box in the other. 
 
On the walk to school they pass a pet store and Lucy gets super excited. “Bark! Bark! 
barked Lucy. She ran inside the pet store. A few minutes later Lucy came out munching treats. Munch! 
Munch! “Don’t do that again!” she told Lucy.  
 
They walked for a few more minutes then they saw another pet store. “Bark! Bark!” barked Lucy. Lucy 
ran inside. A few minutes later she came out squeaking a ball. Squeak! Squeak!  
 
They walked for a few more moments. Then they saw another pet store. “Bark! Bark!” Barked Lucy. 
Lucy ran inside. A few minutes later Lucy came outside wearing dog shoes. Clomp! Clomp! 
 
Finally, they got to school, and they were late. Ms. March, her teacher, said that Cassidy could bring 
Lucy to school tomorrow. The next day the new pet store was opening right next to the school… and it 
was huge!!! 
 

Kumon 
By Sadie 

 

Elyse and Sadie weren’t happy about the Kumon. Kumon is math work. Elyse and Sadie are supposed to 
do the Kumon but instead they were playing with their pet crested gecko, Butterscotch. We have to 
do 10 pages every hour!” they said. “And it’s also boring,” they said. The Kumon is on the table. 
 
Elyse and Sadie notice the Kumon is becoming moldy. Then they start to play Minecraft then suddenly 
they heard a “Snap! Crackle! Pop!” They ignored it. Then 20 minutes later they heard it again, “Snap! 
Crackle! Pop!” Then they stopped playing Minecraft and went outside. They played outside for 2 hours 
then suddenly they heard a very loud sound, “Snap! Crackle! Pop!” They know it’s the mold. Then they 
went inside and took Butterscotch out. There was an extremely quiet “Snap. Crackle. Pop.” 
 
Then Elyse and Sadie realized what had happened to the Kumon. The Kumon had turned to a squishy 
pile of mold. Elyse and Sadie were happy because the Kumon was gone! Then they got a shovel and 
scooped up the mold and put it in a bag, in a bag, in a bag, in a garbage can, in a bigger plastic garbage 
can, in a garbage truck, in a dump. The end. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



                 

 

The Toothpaste Tastes like Spinach 
By Harlow Dobson 

 
It was time for bed. Fin went upstairs to brush his teeth, he put the toothpaste on his toothbrush but 
when he started brushing his teeth all he could taste was spinach. “Blurg,” he said, “That’s disgusting!” 
 
Then Harlow went upstairs to brush her teeth, she put the toothpaste on her toothbrush but she 
started brushing all she could taste was spinach. “Blurg,” she said, “That’s disgusting!” 
 
Then Becket went upstairs to put the toothpaste on his toothbrush, but when he started brushing his 
teeth all he could taste was spinach. “Blurg,” he said, “That’s disgusting!”  
 
Then Mom came upstairs with the right toothpaste. 
 
 

WAKE UP! 
By Chanel Kelly 

 
It was a Saturday afternoon, and my family and I were watching TV. My mom Hannah, Aunty Grace and 
my cousin Rowan all kept falling asleep. As my family was snoring away, “ZZZZZZZZZZZ.” I tried to 
yell, “WAKE UP! WAKE UP! WAKE UP!” but they did not wake up. 
 
I decided to create a potion to wake them up. What you will need to make the potion: good poison, 
water, never fall asleep powder, and a glass bottle. Then I make a bunch of it and give the potion to 
the others. I put a single drop on their tongue. “WAKE UP! WAKE UP! WAKE UP!” 
 
And then they all woke up. But I spent all day and night making the potion so then I fell asleep but my 
family doesn’t know how to make the potion so I am stuck asleep for a very long time. 
“ZZZZZZZZZZZZ.” 
 

Doggy Hero 
By Hope 

 
It was a sunny morning and Gramma Pompae and her dog Mochi decided to go to the dog mall. 
 
They planned to go to Fluffy Paws to buy some new clothes for Mochi. After Gramma Pompae bought 
Mochi some new cute clothes, they headed to the spa. On the way, Grammma hear Mochi’s stomach 
grumbling, “Bbbbrrr! Bbbbrrrm!  So they decided to visit Sweet Treat to get Mochi something to eat 
first. When they walked in the store Mochi saw a robber so she called all the dogs to fart on the 
robber. The robber fainted!  
 
The store owner was so thankful that he gave all the dogs free treats. 
Afterward Gramma Pompae took Mochi to the spa and had a nice bath and massage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



                 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE MONITORS 
Breanna L. Raquel S. Lucas L. Adriana M. 
Amanda L. Isabela V. Taiga M. Layla J. 
Sophia O. Doraya E. Matthew R. Mariam H. 

SAFETY PATROL 
Jimmy C. Avery F. Markus D. Rashid M. 
Koichi S. Nicolas C. Melissa S. Jose C. 
Kayla S. Illya P. Finley D. Houram M. 

TECH CREW 
Kayla S. Natasha P. Christopher L. Conrad H.  

SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR 2020-21 
Supply lists for next year have been posted 

on our school website 
http://montecito.burnabyschools.ca 

SEPTEMBER INFO! 
 

Stay tuned in August for an 
email regarding updates for 
school start-up in September 

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU TO OUR FANTASTIC STUDENT MONITORS! 
It takes a lot of people to help make a school run, and our students make a difference when it 

comes to helping out!  We are so fortunate to have many, many dedicated students help to make 
things run smoother at Montecito. 
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CALLING KIDS OF ALL AGES – JOIN THE 

SUMMER READING CLUB 
 
The Summer Reading Club is moving online this year! 
Registration starts Friday, June 12. 

 Sign up online at www.bpl.bc.ca/summer-reading-club. Keep track of your 
reading online or you can print out a reading record. 

 Burnaby Public Library challenges you to set your own goals for reading this 
summer! 

 Come back to our website every week for fun new challenges. 

 You’ll receive a Summer Reading Club medal! 
Check back in August to find out how. 

To learn more, visit www.bpl.bc.ca/summer-reading-club. 

Call 604-436-5400 or email eref@bpl.bc.ca for reading tips and recommendations. 

The Summer Reading Club is sponsored by the British Columbia Library Association and Burnaby Public Library with support from Libraries Branch, Ministry of 
Education. Burnaby Public Library gratefully acknowledges CUPE BC, whose financial assistance provides medals for the Summer Reading Club. 

 
Burnaby Public Library          Follow us: 
www.bpl.bc.ca/kids              facebook.com/burnabypubliclibrary 

                                                         @burnabypl 
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PAC NEWS: 
A big THANK YOU to all the parents and caregivers who volunteered their time and talents to strengthen 
the Montecito community through what turned out to be an extraordinary year!  It takes a village to raise 
a child, and we are a strong and resilient village of extraordinary talent!   
 
Thanks to the hot lunch crew, fruit and veggie crew, green team, pancake breakfast crew, book fair crew, 
emergency preparedness crew, welcome back BBQ crew, BINGO crew and Odyssey of the Mind crew!  
Thanks to the Executive and all that attended our monthly meetings to strengthen our school community. 
 
A special thank you to Connie Hosie who leaves us for high school next year:  Connie was instrumental in 
the Green Team, Book Fair, Odyssey of the Mind and other important initiatives throughout her years at 
Montecito. 
 
A very special thank you to all the staff who are leaving us this year:  we are so lucky to have benefitted 
from your educational excellence and we are sorry we couldn't say goodbye and thanks in person! 
 
The PAC Executive will continue to meet virtually and will forward virtual invitations before every meeting.  
Please consider lending us your time and talents as we need dedicated parents to keep the Montecito PAC 
strong. 
 
We  are looking for a TREASURER to sit on the executive and shadow Heather Miller, who has one year 
left - please consider emailing pacmontecito@gmail.com if you have an accounting background and can 
volunteer 2-3 hours per month.  
 

Be kind, be calm, be safe and have a great summer! 
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MONTECITO SCHOOL CALENDAR 2020-21   (some dates subject to change) 
  

PROFESSIONAL DAYS:  September 25          October 23             November 27          
 February 26              April 26                    May 28                                                         

SCHOOL STARTS @ 10:00 a.m. 
TBD 

EARLY DISMISSALS:  September 23 - 2:00 p.m.              3 others TBD   
 June 29 – 10:00 A.M.                                                         

2020 

September 1 – 3  School is open to take registrations 
September 8 First Day of School. STUDENTS ATTEND FROM 9:00-9:30 A.M. 
September 22-24 Scholastic Book Fair 
September 23  2:00 p.m. Dismissal Parents as Partners Conferences – 2:15 – 4:30 p.m. 
September 24  3:00 p.m. (usual 
time) 

Parents as Partners Conferences – 3:15 – 6:30 p.m. 

September 25 Professional Development Day – STUDENTS DO NOT ATTEND 
September 30 Orange Shirt Day 
October 2 Terry Fox Run P.M. 
October 12 Thanksgiving Day – SCHOOL CLOSED 
October 23  Professional Development Day – STUDENTS DO NOT ATTEND 
October 31 Halloween 
November 10 Remembrance Day Assembly – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
November 11 Remembrance Day – SCHOOL CLOSED 
November 27 Professional Development Day – STUDENTS DO NOT ATTEND 
December 21, 2020–January 1, 
2019 

Winter Vacation  

2021 

January 4 School re-opens today 
January 8 School-Wide Skate 
February 15 Family Day – SCHOOL CLOSED 
February 24 Pink Shirt Day 
February 26 Professional Development Day – STUDENTS DO NOT ATTEND 
March 15-19 Spring Vacation 
March 22-26 School Closure 
March 29 School re-opens today 
April 2 Good Friday 
April 5 Easter Monday 
April 22 (Earth Day) Pitch-In Community Clean-up 
April 26 Professional Development Day – STUDENTS DO NOT ATTEND 
May 24 Victoria Day – SCHOOL CLOSED 
May 28 Professional Development Day – STUDENTS DO NOT ATTEND 

June 11 Sports Day 1:00 Dismissal 
June 28 Gr. 7 Leaving Ceremony: 10:30 – 12:00 then luncheon and activity 
June 29 10:00 a.m. Dismissal Year End Assembly and LAST DAY OF SCHOOL  
June 30 Administrative Day for staff 

 
  


